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NOTES AND NEWS 

The first meeting of the thirty-seventh session of the Aristotelian Soci- 
ety was held on November 1, 1915. The inaugural address on "The 
Moment of Experience " was delivered by the president, Dr. H. Wildon 
Carr. The moment of experience, he maintained, is the moment in which 
reality is sensed, the moment in which the mind is in direct and imme- 
diate relation to its object. The problem in regard to it is twofold. In the 
first place the moment has duration and its duration is measurable; it 
therefore includes the relation of before and after, yet its whole content is 
a present without internal distinction, although externally distinguished 
from the remembered past and the imagined future. In the second place 
its content has the characteristic quality of being a sense-datum and con- 
sequently a question arises as to the status of sense-data. Is the essential 
character of sense-data something which objectively belongs to them, or 
is it constituted by the mental act in the moment of experience? The 
problem was illustrated by the fact that the sensation of a rapid movement, 
such as that of a shooting star, is experienced as a continuous line. It was 
contended that the usual psychological explanations were based on the 
assumption that what is mathematically past can not be present sensation 
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unless some contrivance exists, it may be of a physiological or it may be 
of a psychological nature, which practically produces illusion. It was 
argued against this that movement or change is directly sensed, and that 
this is only possible if what is mathematically past and what is mathe- 
matically future are actually present to the mind, and it was claimed that 
as a simple fact both are present. "What, then, is the relation of this 
mathematical time to psychological duration? According to one view the 
mathematical succession of instants, which are points, is the reality, and 
the moment of experience is the more or less successful effort of the mind 
to grasp or apprehend it. Such a view would involve the contradiction 
that present reality is a point without duration, a limit between a past and 
future, between what is no more and what is not yet. According to the 
other view the psychological duration is the reality and the mathematical 
series a scheme or diagram by which the reality is imagined or thought. 
It was argued that the concept of a moment of experience as a concrete 
universal concept, implied the original synthesis of the contradictions past 
and future in the concept of a real present. And that further these ab- 
stract contradictions, past and future, synthesized in a present moment, 
became in the concept of activity an organic unity, and, therefore, reality 
in a higher degree. In the moment of experience the objects present to 
the mind are sense-data. According to one view this character of the 
object is not due to its presence in the moment of experience, but the 
moment of experience is a present moment because the sense-datum is then 
the mind's object. Sense-data in this view are non-mental or physical, the 
constituents out of which the mind constructs its concept of the external 
world. Against this it was argued that such a view failed to explain the 
special privilege which attaches to the moment of experience over all other 
moments. On the other hand if the moment of experience is the moment 
of activity, there is no mystery in its privilege, it is the moment of " atten- 
tion to life." Finally it was argued that the highest concept of reality is 
the concept of life, and that the fundamental distinction in philosophy is 
not the distinction between mind and matter, but between life and con- 
sciousness. The task of philosophy is to make explicit the relation between 
them. 

At Columbia University the following changes in the department of 
philosophy have been made : Dr. George Peckham has been advanced from 
assistant to lecturer, Eev. N. T. Boggs has been appointed lecturer, and 
Mr. Walter Veazie has been appointed assistant. 

Professor W. C. Ruediger has been appointed director of the newly 
authorized summer school to be held at George Washington University, 
Washington, D. C. The school for 1916 will begin June 26, and continue 
for six weeks. 

Mr. Alfred William Benn, author of " The Greek Philosophers " and 
" History of English Rationalism in the Nineteenth Century " has recently 
died at the age of seventy-two years. 

Professor Alfred H. Lloyd, of the department of philosophy, has been 
appointed to succeed the late Professor Karl E. Guthe as dean of the 
University of Michigan Graduate School. 



